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Welcome to worship at 2nd Street on the hottest Sunday of the year!  Feel free to break out your hats, sunglasses, sunscreen, and water bottles.  Worship team members, and drama team members, thank you for leading us in worship this morning.  We serve such a great God, and the privilege of being able to come into His presence through praise and worship is something we shouldn’t ever take for granted.  Our God is a great God, and greatly to be praised.

Since January 2011 we’ve been studying verse-by-verse through The Gospel of Mark.  We’ve had a great time seeing the life and ministry of Jesus Christ up close and personal … the conversations He had with people, the healings He performed, the miracles He created, the way He always seemed to meet people where they were at, told them the truth about themselves, and invited them to get to know Him and let Him teach them about His thoughts, His words, His actions, and His priorities, so that they could become their thoughts, their words, their actions, and their priorities.

And what we’ve seen all the way through these first 10 chapters of MARK is the truth that when we’re being attentive to it, THE BIBLE IS OUR STORY … YOUR STORY AND MY STORY.  We’ve seen that the Bible is filled with stories of OUR ENCOUNTERS WITH GOD.  We’ve seen that the Bible reflects back to us with clarity the chapters of our lives when WE’VE SURRENDERED TO GOD, as well as the chapters of our lives when, with hardened, wounded, broken hearts, WE’VE RUN AWAY FROM GOD AND TOLD HIM TO “GET LOST”.  The Bible is filled with the stories of OUR HIGHS AND OUR LOWS … and OUR VICTORIES AND OUR FAILURES.  Do you see it?

This morning we’re taking a one-week break from our study of The Gospel of Mark, going into The Old Testament.  It is a little four-chapter book about three-fourths of the way through The Old Testament that’s named after a man named Jonah.

SHOUT OUT FOR ME SOME OF THE WORDS THAT
COME TO MIND WHEN YOU HEAR THE NAME JONAH …

The book of JONAH is 48 verses long, so we’re not going to go verse-by-verse through it … but I’m going to share with you the story of JONAH and five important FAITH LESSONS from it … and encourage us to learn from this book some of the things Jonah learned, as well as some of the lessons he failed to learn.   I like what pastor-teacher Jon Courson writes about JONAH in the introduction of his commentary on it.

“Some find this book ‘fishy.’  Others find it ‘kind of hard to swallow.’  But I pray you will get ‘hooked’ on this book, a whale of a tale about a rebellious prophet, a wicked city, and ‘the God of the second chance.’”
JONAH 1:1 tells us that the book is the written account of a real man named Jonah … who lived sometime between 793 BC and 758 BC.  One of the main themes of JONAH … one that we heard shouted out and described in several ways by different folks here this morning is that WE CAN RUN AWAY FROM GOD FOR A LONG TIME, BUT THAT WE CAN’T RUN AWAY FROM GOD FOREVER.

ILLUSTRATION … Growing up, my mom’s dad, my grandpa Elmer George Trautman, owned a beach cabin on the first hill, just up from downtown in Pacific City, OR.  My grandpa bought the house in 1933 for $1,800 … remodeled it the first time after the end of WWII … then again when he retired in 1970.  And then a few months later he died in its arms after trimming some trees out front for a better view of Haystack Rock and Cape Kiwanda.

One summer when our family was at the cabin on vacation … it must have been around 1966 or so … when I was around 8 years old … I woke up early and hatched what I thought was a brilliant idea:  I’d write a note, telling me parents that I’d run away from home.

So I wrote the note and left it next to my dad’s coffee pot where I knew he’d find it when he got up, and then crawled under my bed and waited for him to find it and freak out.  My goal was that I could be kind of like Tom Sawyer, hiding in the balcony at his own funeral … and that from under my bed I’d be able to listen to everybody cry and wail, talking about how much they loved me and would miss me.

In true “mom form”, my mom saved my runaway note, put it into a scrapbook with my name on it … and here’s what it said …

DEAR MOM AND DAD … I AM RUNNING AWAY FROM HOME TO THE CAPE.  DON’T COME LOOKING FOR ME.  - GREGG

But as often happens with “best laid plans of mice, men, and 8-year olds” … things didn’t go exactly as planned.  I was used to my mom and dad ALWAYS waking up earlier than me.  But it was vacation and everybody slept late … including me!  I fell asleep under my bed, woke up choking on dust-bunnies, and had an asthma attack that woke everybody up.

And so in the end, I didn’t run away from anything, nobody missed me, and I didn’t get to hear my own eulogy.  Frankly, I’m surprised my mom didn’t keep the dust bunnies I coughed back up that day too!  Seriously.  She was a collector.

But regardless of whether or not you ever ran way from home – or fell asleep under your bed while trying – I have a feeling that most of us here, at one time or another in our lives, HAVE FELT LIKE WE WANTED TO RUN AWAY FROM LIFE, OR FROM OUR OBLIGATIONS, OR FROM OUR RESPONSIBILITIES, OR FROM THE CONSEQUENCES OF OUR CHOICES, OR EVEN FROM THE DESTINY WE SENSE GOD IS CALLING US TO.  This is probably why God put Jonah’s story into the Bible in the first place – with the hope is that we’d see ourselves in it, and learn from Jonah’s mistakes and choices.

Throughout history JONAH has been one of the most ridiculed books of the Bible.  Some Bible scholars say that a story of a fish swallowing a man and the man living is impossible, and since most of these same Bible scholars deny the possibility of the supernatural, they reject the book of JONAH as nothing more than a fairy tale.  These are the Bible scholars who believe that some parts of the Bible are true, and some parts are fantasy.

As maturing followers of Jesus Christ and students of God’s Word who want to be GROUNDED, GUIDED, and GUARDED by the truth of God’s Word, we need to be discerning about which Bible teachers we read and study.  So let me encourage you to be wise when picking up Bible commentaries and study guides – know where the author is coming from, and what assumptions he or she is making with the text they’re teaching through.  Keep the field of writers and teachers you turn to wide – but make sure they love God and God’s Word more than their own reputation.
	
The book of JONAH is different from the other The Old Testament books bearing the names of prophets, in that it isn’t filled with prophecies by the prophet … instead, it TELLS US THE STORY OF THE LIFE OF THE PROPHET.  And yet, despite this major difference, JONAH begins the way most other stories about prophets begin, with the voice of God speaking, and commanding Jonah to do something …

JONAH 1:1-2 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying,
2 “Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me.”

We don’t know if JONAH was written soon after it’s story, perhaps by Jonah himself … or long after the story, by somebody else.  But because of certain literary features and vocabulary in it’s four chapters, most Bible teachers believe it was written during the PERSIAN PERIOD, between 700 and 800 years before the coming of Jesus Christ.

But what we know for sure, is that the story of JONAH takes place while Nineveh was the capital of Assyria – a nation which, except for a couple generations after the revival that eventually came through Jonah, was always an enemy of Israel, and that in it’s heyday covered vast areas of what is now modern-day IRAQ, SYRIA, IRAN, and TURKEY.  Here’s a summary of JONAH …

1. JONAH 1	Jonah disobeys God and goes his own way.
2. JONAH 2	Jonah reaches out to God in prayer.
3. JONAH 3	Jonah tries doing God’s will his own way.
4. JONAH 4	Jonah pouts and learns some important lessons.

God asked most Old Testament Jewish prophets to go to their own people, the Jews, and call them back to what they’d known and believed about God, but become complacent about, or abandoned.  But God tells Jonah to go to a place he’d never been, to a people he didn’t know, and to tell them that God was sick and tired of them living their lives in opposition to His plans for their lives.  Interestingly enough, this is the only time in The Old Testament where a Jew is commanded by God to actively pursue a relationship with non-Jews, or what the Bible calls Gentiles.

The Jews are the only race “supernaturally created”.  I mean I know WE’RE ALL “supernaturally created” by God.  But what I mean is that there weren’t any Jews, not a one, and then in GENESIS 15:6 we read, “Abraham put his trust in the LORD, and because of this the LORD was pleased with him and accepted him” … and in this exact moment of Abraham’s trust and God’s acceptance, Abraham became the first Jew, and the Jewish race was “supernaturally created”.

Soon after this, God made a covenant with Abraham that through his descendants God would bless the nations of the world.  But until God sent Jonah to Nineveh, no Israelite was ever commanded by God to go to another nation and tell them about Him.  Up until this time God had asked the Jews to have A PASSIVE WITNESS to Who He was … with the hope that the Gentiles would see the difference between their society and Israel’s and be attracted to their God.  But apparently that wasn’t working out too well, and so God told Jonah to go to Nineveh. 

JONAH 1:3 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

3 But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.  So he went down to Joppa, found a ship going down to Tarshish, paid the fare and went down into it to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.

Jonah is running away from God, and sea storm kicks up, and while Jonah is sleeping in the bottom of the boat, the non-God-fearing sailors up on deck can tell this isn’t a natural storm, so they start calling out to their false gods to save them.  And Jonah’s lack of reaction to all of this is obvious and significant.

Gang … here’s the deal, listen to me … disobedience to God and the choices we make to choose sin instead of God, hardens our hearts and makes us insensitive to what’s going on in our lives.  Jonah is being insensitive to what God is doing and his response to the sailors in v. 9 is a total lie, as he tries to act all religious and spiritual …
JONAH 1:9 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

9 … “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the LORD God of heaven who made the sea and the dry land.”

Ya, right Jonah.  If these words were true, Jonah would have obeyed God and traveled to Nineveh instead of getting onto this boat heading in the opposite direction to Tarshish.  The sailors were worried about drowning the “man of God” on their boat, but in the end, at Jonah’s insistence, they throw Jonah overboard, the sea instantly calms down, all the sailors believe Jonah’s God was real and that their gods were false, and they make vows and covenants to God that they’ll follow Him no matter what.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …
FAITH LESSON … When we run away from God, and God’s will for our lives, there will always be consequences.  But even in the midst of our disobedience, God can continue working, using our lives and even our disobedience, and the consequences of our disobedience to draw others to Himself and to His plans for their lives.

Jonah thought he could run away from God.  But through the mistakes King David made and the lessons he invited God to teach him, King David knew better.  Here’s what King David wrote about this in PSALM 139:7-10 …

PSALM 139:7-10 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

7-10 [God] Where could I go to get away from your spirit?  Where could I go to escape Your presence?  If I went up to heaven, You would be there.  If I went down to the grave, You would be there too!  If I could fly on the wings of dawn, stopping to rest only on the far side of the ocean — even there Your hand would guide me; even there Your strong hand would hold me tight!

When we think we’ve run away to a place where God isn’t, we’re wrong.  WE CAN’T GET AWAY FROM GOD – BECAUSE EVEN WHEN WE THINK WE’VE RUN AWAY FROM GOD, WE HAVEN’T, BECAUSE THERE’S NO WHERE WE CAN GO THAT GOD ISN’T ALREADY THERE.  Oh we may feel like we’ve gone so far away from God that we could never get back.  But God hasn’t ever left us, and when we turn around to see how far we’ve traveled from Him, He’s right there beside us.

ILLUSTRATION … Maybe you heard the story about a student who, after hearing someone express a theological view he disagreed with, got up and stormed out of a small group Bible study, slamming the door behind him.  Another group member, trying to relieve the tension, said, “Well, he’s gone.”  To which the leader replied, “No, he isn’t.  That’s a closet!”

Gang, this is what happens when we run away from God.  We get trapped.  And this is a truth that Jonah was about to discover.  Because even after the sailors threw him overboard, God wasn’t through with Jonah … and God sent a great fish along and it swallowed him whole.  And I love the irony here.  In JONAH 1:3 we read, “But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.  So he went down to Joppa, found a ship going down to Tarshish, paid the fare and went down into it to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.”  

The word down is used three times in v. 3, and now Jonah is really going down … thrown down into the depths of Sheol, sinking down into the depths of the sea, and tumbling down into the belly of a whale.  And when we come to JONAH 2 we find Jonah following the example set by the sailors … he’s doing what I bet we would have been doing if we’d been in his place … he’s praying …

JONAH 2:1-4 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the stomach of the fish,
2 and he said, “I called out of my distress to the LORD, and He answered me.  I cried for help from the depth of Sheol; You heard my voice.
3 “For You had cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, and the current engulfed me.  All Your breakers and billows passed over me.
4 “So I said, ‘I have been expelled from Your sight.  Nevertheless I will look again toward Your holy temple.’

At first it seems like Jonah is repenting – confessing his sin and rebellion to God and making the choice to turn away from it.  I see Jonah’s REGRET over what’s going on.  And I see Jonah feeling lousy about the consequences to his choices.  But I don’t see any REAL CONFESSION OR REPENTANCE.  In fact, in JONAH 2:8-9 it’s clear that Jonah is still pridefully thinking of himself as better than the people of Nineveh. 

And by the time we get to JONAH 4, it’s pretty clear that Jonah HASN’T REPENTED AT ALL.  And even though Jonah eventually heads to Nineveh and preaches, and even through Jonah eventually sees great revival, he remains unrepentant about his sinful attitudes and actions towards God.  And gang, your life and my life often run parallel to Jonah’s life … and in these parallels I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON … In rebellion we look for purpose and meaning in everything but God.  Coming to the end of ourselves, we recognize our inability to live life on our own, and come to the realization that God alone has the answers we’ve been looking for.

In JONAH 2:10, in spite of the fact that Jonah hadn’t yet repented, God took the first step of hope needed to deliver Jonah and told the big fish to puke Jonah up onto the beach outside of Nineveh.  And it was a perfect landing.  I wonder what Jonah looked like after being down in that fish’s belly for three days?  A little worse for the wear, I imagine from all the acid in the fish’s stomach.  Yikes.

In JONAH 3 God repeated His original instruction to Jonah … told him to get cleaned up, head into Nineveh, and share His message of repentance with the people living there.

JONAH 3:3-4 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word of the LORD.  Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a three days' walk.
4 Then Jonah began to go through the city one day's walk; and he cried out and said, “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown.”

IN OTHER WORDS, GOD GAVE JONAH A SECOND CHANCE!  Do you see the grace of God all over this story?  Gang, we serve THE GOD OF THE SECOND, AND THE THIRD, AND THE FOURTH CHANCE.  Sometimes we come to God QUICKLY … and other times we come to God SLOWLY.  But this time, because God finally had Jonah’s attention, Jonah obeyed.

How long has it been since you reflected on how patient God has been with you … waiting and waiting and waiting for you to come home to Him … and thanked Him?  Again, praise God for His patience with each of us!  How has God been trying to get your attention recently about things He’s spoken to you about … even a long time ago … but that you’ve been running from, ignoring, and trying to dodge, evade, hide from, or ignore?  Are you ready to obey Him?  Is this morning when you’ll finally run out of excuses for going your own way and doing your own thing?

One simple message … eight brief words … “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” …  and yet it doesn’t seem like Jonah tried all that hard to persuade the people of Nineveh to repent.  In fact I think that if Jonah could have had his own way, he would have gone into town, said his piece and left muttering something like, “Well, I told them.  It's their own fault now when God destroys them.  Good riddance.”  Jonah’s obeying God, but he’s doing it grudgingly … his attitude toward the people of Nineveh hasn’t really changed.  But then mass revival breaks out.

JONAH 3:5-6, 10 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

5 Then the people of Nineveh believed in God; and they called a fast and put on sackcloth from the greatest to the least of them.
6 When the word reached the king of Nineveh, he arose from his throne, laid aside his robe from him, covered himself with sackcloth and sat on the ashes.
10 When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their wicked way, then God relented concerning the calamity, which He had declared He would bring upon them.  And He did not do it.

The result here could easily be called THE GREATEST REVIVAL IN WORLD HISTORY, as an entire city turns to God.  Everyone from the king of Nineveh down to the livestock was crying out to God in repentance.  Everybody except Jonah, that is.  And in God graciousness toward Nineveh, I see an important THIRD FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON … We don’t need to be reluctant or afraid when obeying God.  When God asks us to do something FOR Him and WITH Him, He has ALWAYS, ALREADY BEEN AT WORK, setting the stage, getting people ready to hear Him and come to Him.  God uses our simple words, offered in obedience, to open people’s hearts to Him.

But like Jonah, we can also choose to do GOD’S WILL OUR OWN WAY.  Childish followers of Jesus Christ often WANT TO DO GOD’S WILL, BUT THEY WANT TO DO IT THEIR OWN WAY.  But maturing followers of God are surrendered to Him at a deeper level and are WILLING TO DO GOD’S WILL, GOD’S WAY.

This requires greater discernment, greater courage, and often, greater sacrifice … but the fruit of a willingness to do GOD’S WILL, GOD’S WAY will almost always result in greater joy, greater strength, and greater response.  Just imagine what would have happened in Nineveh that day if Jonah had been willing to do GOD’S WILL, GOD’S WAY?  And now, finally, in JONAH 4, Jonah learns some lessons about how God works, and what it means to be a sold-out God-follower.

In JONAH 4:1-4 we see Jonah being ticked off when he sees the Nineveh revival and God’s willingness to stay their execution.  Have you ever noticed that you get mad at other people when THEY DO WHAT YOU’RE UNWILLING TO DO?  This can happen in work settings, and it definitely happens in relationships and in family systems.  And Jonah’s anger at the love and mercy God shows the people of Nineveh proves what I said earlier – that Jonah had never truly confessed his sin and repented.

I get it … the Assyrians were a dominant power at this time.  They’d wiped out a lot of Jews, and made the ones they didn’t kill bow down and worship their false-gods.  In other words, Assyria wasn’t just a non-hostile Gentile nation … like the Goliath and the Philistines before them; the Assyrians were actively brutal enemies of Israel.

Friends, none of us has a perfect track record when it comes to loving the way God loves, and forgiving the way God forgives, and Jonah was no exception … even when it came to sharing the Good News that God loved them and wanted to be in a restored relationship with them.  Yes, the people of Nineveh had been the enemies of the Jews for generations, but when you and I really learn to “love and forgive our enemies” the way Jesus calls us to do, and can heal us and equip us to do throughout the Gospels (MATTHEW 5:43-48), it’s then that we really begin to love like God loves, and really begin to take on the character of His Son Jesus Christ.

Jonah hated the Assyrians.  Who are you angry with right now?  Jonah wanted his enemies to die.  Do you hope for God’s destruction of your enemies, of the people you’re angry with right now … or do you hope for and even pray that God’s mercy would come to them?  What did God want for Jonah?  What did God want for the Assyrians?  What does God want for your enemies, and for the people who have hurt you?  What does God wants for you?

Corrie Ten Boom and her family were Christians living in The Netherlands during World War II.  Throughout the war, the Ten Booms harbored and helped hundreds of Jews get to safety.  When the Nazi’s eventually found out what the Ten Booms were doing, Corrie, her sister Betsie, and their parents were sent to concentration camps, and in the end, Corrie was the only survivor.  Here’s an excerpt from Corrie Ten Boom’s 1971 classic book The Hiding Place …

It was at a church service in Munich that I saw him, the former S.S. man who had stood guard at the shower room door in the processing center at Ravensbruck – the Nazi concentration camp Betsie and I were sent to.  He was the first of our actual jailers that I had seen since that time.

And suddenly it all came back to me — the roomful of mocking men, the heaps of clothing, Betsie’s pain-blanched face.  He came up to me as the church was emptying, beaming and bowing. “How grateful I am

for your message, Fraulein,” he said.  “To think that, as you say, that ‘Jesus has washed my sins away!’”

His hand was thrust out to shake mine.  And I, who had preached so often to the people in Bloemendaal the need to forgive, kept my hand at my side.  Even as the angry, vengeful thoughts boiled through me, I saw the sin of them.  Jesus Christ had died for this man; was I going to ask for more?  Lord Jesus, I prayed, “Forgive me and help me to forgive him.”

I tried to smile; I struggled to raise my hand.  I could not.  I felt nothing, not the slightest spark of warmth or charity.  And so again I breathed a silent prayer, “Jesus, I cannot forgive him.  Give me Your forgiveness.”  And as I took the man’s hand, the most incredible thing happened.  From my shoulder along my arm and through my hand a current seemed to pass from me to him, while into my heart sprang a love for this man that almost overwhelmed me.

And so I discovered that that night that it is not on our forgiveness any more than on our goodness that the world’s healing hinges, but on the forgiveness of God.  When God tells us to love our enemies, He gives, along with the command, the love itself.

This was the kind of forgiveness Jonah needed to experience toward the Ninevites, but which he was unwilling to receive from God.  This was the kind of forgiveness you and I need to receive from God and then pass onto others.  Will you do it?   Jonah, remaining unrepentant, unforgiving, unmerciful, heads out of Nineveh to pout and to watch from a distance – hoping God would change His mind and destroy the Assyrians.

It was hot that day, maybe even hotter than it is here right now … and God’s provision of comfort for Jonah was for a plant to grow up quickly to give Jonah some shade.  Okay, start praying for your own plan to grow!  JONAH 4:6 says … and Jonah was extremely happy about the plant.   But then the plant dies and Jonah goes all drama-queen on us, and says that he wants to die.  High one minute.  Low the next.  In other words, it seems like Jonah cared more about that plant than he cared about the people of Nineveh.  And I think the author of JONAH wants us see an important FOURTH FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON … When trying to do GOD’S WILL OUR OWN WAY, our priorities often get mixed up, and we end up living a life of extreme highs and extreme lows.

I want to invite us to learn from the life, the attitudes, the actions, and the responses of Jonah.  GANG, GOD IS IN CONTROL OF EVERYTHING – AND ALL HIS POWER IS DIRECTED TOWARD THE SINGULAR GOAL OF BRINGING PEOPLE INTO RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM.

God loved Jonah as much as God loved the people of Nineveh … and God loved the people of Nineveh as much as God loved Jonah.  And there was nothing Jonah, or the Ninevites could do that day, and there’s nothing you or I can do today, that could make God love any of us any LESS.  And likewise, there was nothing Jonah, or the Ninevites could do that day, and there’s nothing that you or I can do today, that could make God love any of us any MORE.  Nothing.  Nothing.  Nothing.  God loved Jonah and God loved the Ninevites.  And God loves you and me.

Oh friends, let’s learn to partner with God in His love for us, in His plans for us and others to be restored to Him.  Jonah was stubborn and slow to learn the lessons God set before him … but we see God’s love and compassion, not only toward the people of Nineveh, but toward Jonah as He gives him a SECOND CHANCE to move back toward Him instead of continuing to try and move away from Him.

One final thing the story of JONAH shows us is that Jonah knew a lot about God, but He made some assumptions about God’s grace and mercy and about how God viewed people not yet in relationship with Him.  It’s like Jonah thought “he was in the GOD-CLUB already so he could do whatever he wanted and couldn’t get kicked out” but he had no compassion for people who hadn’t received, or opened up yet and responded to God’s invitation to come into the GOD-CLUB.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Author, speaker, and teacher, Brennan Manning has expressed in many different books, and in many different ways, the core truth that when it comes to God, most of us “don’t have a knowledge problem, we have an obedience problem.”  We know what God wants us to do, but oftentimes we ONLY KIND OF WANT TO PARTICIPATE with God in His will … again, WE WANT TO DO GOD’S WILL, OUR WAY.  And I see an important and final FIFTH FAITH LESSON for us here …

FAITH LESSON … KNOWING GOD is the beginning of our relationship with Him.  OBEYING GOD is what moves us toward maturity in our relationship with God.  Why settle for KNOWING God when we can pursue OBEYING God?
1. JONAH 1	Jonah disobeys God and goes his own way.  Let’s obey God and go with Him His way.

2. JONAH 2	Jonah reaches out to God in prayer.  Let’s learn to be people who pray, not just in times of crisis, but also in “all things”.

3. JONAH 3	Jonah tries doing God’s will his own way.  Let’s learn to do God’s will, God’s way, and know the peace of this choice.

4. JONAH 4	Jonah pouts and learns some important lessons.  Let’s learn the lessons God has for us the first time around, and love and forgive our enemies, even as Jesus Christ has loved and forgiven us.

BLESSED BE THE WORD OF THE LORD!
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The Gospel of Mark

, 

going 

into 

Th

e Old Testament

.  It i

s 

a little four

-

chapter book about three

-

fourths of 

the way through 

The Old Testament

 

that’s named after 

a man named 

Jonah.

 

 

SHOUT OU

T FOR ME SOME OF THE WORDS THAT

 

COME TO MIND WHEN YOU HEAR THE NAME JONAH …

 

 

The book of 

JONAH

 

is 48 verses long, so w

e’re

 

not going to go verse

-

by

-

verse through 

it 

… but I’m going to share with you the 

story of 

JONAH

 

and 

five important 

FAITH 

LESSONS

 

from it 

… and encourage us to learn from this 

book 

some of the 

things

 

Jonah 

learned, 

as well as

 

some of 

the lessons 

he failed to learn.

 

  

I like what pastor

-

teacher 

Jon Courson 

writes

 

about 

JONAH

 

in the i

ntroduction of his commentary on it.

 

 

“Some find this book ‘

fishy

.’

 

 

Others find it 

‘

kind of 

hard to 

swallow

.’

 

 

Bu

t I pray you will get ‘

hooked’

 

on this book, a 

whale of a 

tale

 

about a rebellious prophet, a wicked city, and 

‘

the God of the 

second chance.’

”

 

